
 
Sermon Based Study Guide 

Men & Women: God’s Image Bearers 
 

January 15, 2017 – Todd Nighswonger 
 
Leader’s Guide: Do not feel like you need to use all these questions for your CG discussion. Pick and 
choose what you think would be best for your group. After listening to the sermon, you may have your 
own points for discussion.  

Here is the link to the sermon podcasts and archives of these Study Guides: 
http://cornerstonesimi.com/#/resourcesmediaclasses 

______________________________________ 

1. Todd used the illustration of using Google Maps to find directions, and when he went the wrong 
direction it would tell him: “recalculating.” He used this to speak to our world as it sorts through issues 
like masculinity/femininity, gay marriage, gender/sexual identity, etc. In other words, our culture and 
the church are scrambling to find the right direction. As a group, talk about the significance of Scripture 
being the stability or the North Star in this scramble. Also, discuss how Cornerstone can be a safe and 
honest place for people to sort through masculinity and femininity. 
  
2. Talk about the false standards of manhood and womanhood that have influenced you (for example: 
you must wear blue because you are a boy; etc.). How have these false standards shaped you—for 
better or for worse? Why are these ‘false’ standards? 
  
3. The emphasis of this weekend was on the reality of humans being created in the image of God 
or imago Dei. The idea from Scripture is that men and women are closely patterned after their Maker 
(morally, spiritually, mentally, relationally, physically, and missionally). Therefore, what we think 
about humanity is the next most important thing after what we think about God (see A. W. 
Tozer, Knowledge of the Holy). It affects how we view both others and ourselves. Where do you struggle 
most seeing people as imago Dei? Explain this. 
  
4. When discussing men and women, Todd described the role of men as the “head” and the role of 
women as the “helper” in collectively accomplishing the mission of God. In English, the term “help” 
seems to be derogatory and lacks equality (think of the movie “The Help”). In the OT, however, God is 
called the helper because he could do for humanity what humanity couldn’t do for themselves. This 
means that the woman supplied what was lacking in the man (and vice-versa). Todd called her the 
“indispensable companion” for the man when it came to God’s mission. Next week the roles will be 
clarified more, but this week discuss your thoughts on this. Why do we struggle with headship and 
submission? What are you hoping is answered in next week’s teaching on this topic? 
  
5. Todd made the point that “real” men and women, each in their own way, were created by God to 
cause things to flourish. Discuss what this looks like in your life. Who or what do you cause to flourish? 
How do you do that? Who has caused you to flourish? How did they do that? 
 

http://cornerstonesimi.com/#/resourcesmediaclasses


 
 

Sermon Based Study Guide 
Men & Women: What Makes Us Unique? 

 
January 22, 2017 – Todd Nighswonger 

 
Leader’s Guide: Do not feel like you need to use all these questions for your CG discussion. Pick and 
choose what you think would be best for your group. After listening to the sermon, you may have your 
own points for discussion.  

Here is the link to the sermon podcasts and archives of these Study Guides: 
http://cornerstonesimi.com/#/resourcesmediaclasses 

______________________________________ 

1. Last week, there were two key ideas emphasized: (1) image bearing and (2) flourishing. The way in which 
humanity fulfills their role of image bearing is by causing people and creation to flourish. This means that we 
seek to bring out the untapped potential of the people or things in our lives. Apply this to a few areas of your 
life and talk about it as a group (marriage, parenting, friendships, work, church, etc.). How do you cause those 
around you to flourish? 
 
2. Discuss the roles (authority and submission) given to the man and woman that Todd shared from Genesis 
(bulleted below). As a man or woman, how have you lived in light of these roles within marriage, family, or the 
church? How have you NOT lived in light of these roles? Talk about how this might look for single men and 
women (never married, divorced, widowed). 

 Headship: The distinctive authority entrusted to the man for the purpose of establishing order so that 
people might flourish. 

 Helper: The distinctive submission entrusted to the woman for the purpose of establishing order so 
that people might flourish. 

 
3. When the issues of authority or submission are discussed, they must be thought of in light of putting God on 
display. The way that Todd showed this was referencing 1 Corinthians 11:2-16 (see also his teaching on this 
passage Jan 11 to Feb 15, 2015 – use the hyperlink above). The man is to display the authority of the Father and 
the woman is to display the submission of the Son. What happens if either one of them decides not to do so? 
Explain. 
  
4. Todd shared some of the obstacles (from the Fall) to fulfilling our proper gender roles: man—passivity, 
dominance; woman—validation, commandeering. How do you demonstrate these obstacles or distortions in 
your life? How can you change in order to better reflect your God-given role? 
  
5. There are a lot of ‘non-ideal’ situations all around us: widows, single parents, same-sex attraction, 
mismatched parents, divorced, etc. They are looking for places where they can talk about their situation—they 
need a safe place where their struggles can be honestly discussed. Ask yourselves if your group is such a place? 
Is your group an environment that would cause those in ‘non-ideal’ situations to flourish? If not, are you 
willing to change? What would it take to change? 
  
Let’s not push these people away! Many, if not most, want to have a conversation so please engage them!! 
 
 
 

http://cornerstonesimi.com/#/resourcesmediaclasses


 
 

Sermon Based Study Guide 
Men & Women: Rockin’ the Roles 

 
January 29, 2017 – Terry Earwood 

 
Leader’s Guide: Do not feel like you need to use all these questions for your CG discussion. Pick and 
choose what you think would be best for your group. After listening to the sermon, you may have your 
own points for discussion.  

Here is the link to the sermon podcasts and archives of these Study Guides: 
http://cornerstonesimi.com/#/resourcesmediaclasses 

______________________________________ 

Note to the unmarried: this sermon is heavily focused on married couples. But engage these discussion 
questions as best you can. Next week’s sermon will be focused on you! 
 
1. Discuss the roles of wives based on the past couple of sermons. Make sure you include the words 
“flourish”, “submit”, and “helper” in your description. If you are a wife, how have you succeeded at 
these roles? How have you failed? 
 
2. Discuss the roles of husbands based on the past couple of sermons. Make sure you include the 
words “flourish”, “lover”, “leader”, and “learner” in your description. If you are a husband, how have 
you succeeded at these roles? How have you failed? 
 
3. Discuss the distorted roles of husbands and wives from your own experience (self, family, friends, 
etc.), that is, ways that you have seen husbands and wives function according to a misunderstanding 
of the biblical roles. This could be sensitive, so be careful to keep things confidential that need to be 
confidential. Think about your own misunderstanding and distortion of the roles. How can you 
change your own thinking and practice? 
 
4. Talk through the “Six Rs”. Share how you are going to incorporate at least one of these in your 
marriage.  
If you are single, think about these “Six Rs” as they relate to close relationships you have (not all of 
them are applicable!).  How can you incorporate at least one of these in these relationships? 
 
5. Spend some time in prayer focusing on the marriages in your group. As Terry pointed out, we are 
never going to get this right in our own strength! Ask the Holy Spirit to work powerfully in each of 
the marriages in your group.  
 

http://cornerstonesimi.com/#/resourcesmediaclasses


 
 

Sermon Based Study Guide 
Men & Women: Single and Flourishing 

 
February 5, 2017 – Christian Burkhardt 

 
Leader’s Guide: Do not feel like you need to use all these questions for your CG discussion. Pick and 
choose what you think would be best for your group. After listening to the sermon, you may have your 
own points for discussion.  

Here is the link to the sermon podcasts and archives of these Study Guides: 
http://cornerstonesimi.com/#/resourcesmediaclasses 

______________________________________ 

1. In the Old Testament, the People of God multiplied primarily through physical procreation: 
having children. How has the arrival of the New Covenant through Jesus changed this? (See 
John 1:11-13; John 3:3-6; 1 Peter 1:23-25) How do the People of God multiply now?  
Discuss the implications this has for marriage, singleness, and childbearing.  
 

2. In 1 Corinthians 7:7-11, Paul says that both married people and single people have their own 
“gift” from God. In his message, Christian said that a better way to understand this word “gift” 
(Greek: charismata) is as a “grace-empowered role”: grace from God to remain and flourish in 
your role, either as a spouse or single person.  
How have you experienced—and how do you currently need—God’s grace to remain and 
flourish in your current role, whether single or married?  

 
3. Read 1 Corinthians 7:32-38. Starting with this passage, discuss some of the unique advantages 

and burdens that come with singleness in the New Covenant. If you have single men and 
women in your group, encourage them to share honestly where they are flourishing and 
struggling in their singleness. How can your group better support and encourage them? 
 

4. How has this study changed your perspective on the unmarried people in the church? Discuss 
this as a group.   

 
 

http://cornerstonesimi.com/#/resourcesmediaclasses


 
 

Sermon Based Study Guide 
Men & Women: Raising Men & Women 

 
February 12, 2017 – Terry Earwood 

 
Leader’s Guide: Do not feel like you need to use all these questions for your CG discussion. Pick and 
choose what you think would be best for your group. After listening to the sermon, you may have your 
own points for discussion.  

Here is the link to the sermon podcasts and archives of these Study Guides: 
http://cornerstonesimi.com/#/resourcesmediaclasses 

______________________________________ 

1. Talk about the statement: “our goal is to raise children to be independently dependent on God.” 
What does that mean? How do we do that? Why is this so important? 
 
2. Terry talked about six goals parents should have in parenting (listed below). Talk through these six 
goals. Which ones are you doing well? Which ones do you need to work on? Parents, choose ONE of 
these that you will focus on this week. 

1)  Be thankful for your children 
2)  Know and understand your children 
3)  Keep the mission clear 
4)  Be consistent in your parenting 
5)  Keep an eternal perspective 
6)  Don’t give up 

 
3. How does your group help create and maintain an environment to cause our children to flourish? 
Are we deliberate and intentional about our role to help the children in our world learn to love Jesus 
and follow Him? How can we improve? Talk about how you as a group can do better in helping to 
raise godly men and women.  
 
4. Discuss situations unique to your group: grandparents, foster parents, adoptive parents, special 
needs parents, single parents, etc. How can your group support these unique roles that are 
represented in your group, as well as represented in Cornerstone as a whole? Consider volunteering 
at Friday Night Frenzy or Special Needs parents’ night out (contact Christy Crilley at 
ccrilley@cornerstonesimi.com).  
 
5. If your group is primarily made up those without children, talk about these questions in light of 
possibly having children someday, or talk about how you can come alongside parents in the church to 
help our children flourish (or those children in your life).  

http://cornerstonesimi.com/#/resourcesmediaclasses
mailto:ccrilley@cornerstonesimi.cim)


 
 

Sermon Based Study Guide 
Men & Women: A Flourishing Church 

 
February 19, 2017 – Todd Nighswonger 

 
Leader’s Guide: Do not feel like you need to use all these questions for your CG discussion. Pick and choose what 
you think would be best for your group. After listening to the sermon, you may have your own points for 
discussion.  

Here is the link to the sermon podcasts and archives of these Study Guides: 
http://cornerstonesimi.com/#/resourcesmediaclasses 

______________________________________ 

1. Over the last few weeks, those who spoke have sought to explain the roles we have in life and how we use 
them to cause others to flourish so that we display God well. So, regarding manhood and womanhood, the 
question was: “How are you taking the gender role God has given you and using it to cause others to 
flourish?” Discuss that question as a group, using the messages on marriage, singleness, and parenting as 
your guide. 

 
2. Todd talked about the church as a family (the church is also known as “the flock,” “the body,” “the temple,” 

etc. and there is a danger in focusing on one over the other!). Jesus made sure his future followers 
understood that in the New Covenant, God the Father would be their Father (Matt 6:9). Paul built his 
argument for the church in Galatians around the idea that those who place their faith in Jesus are literally 
children of God (Gal 4:1-7). As a group, try to list as many implications as you can for being a child of God 
(one example found in Gal 4:7 is that we are heirs). What is so great about those implications? How is this 
encouraging to you? 

 
3. One time, while Jesus was teaching, he shifted the discussion of family when his mother and brothers 

showed up (Matt 12:46-50). In an interesting twist, he informed those listening that his greater family was 
not his physical family, but instead those who do “the will of my Father in heaven” (12:50), or his spiritual 
family. As a group, discuss the implications of your greater family being your spiritual family over your 
physical family. 

 
4. Sadly, church is seen primarily as a lecture hall or preaching venue, causing people to identify the church 

with its buildings for hearing sermons or enjoying religious activities. How does this view impoverish 
(cause not to flourish) our communal life as Christians? What needs to change for your group to flourish? 
Or for you to flourish within the church community? 

 
5. In 1 Timothy, Paul uses quite a bit of familial language to help Timothy, his “true child in the faith” (1:2), 

understand how a church is to live together, or flourish (see 1 Tim 3:14-15; also many examples in Titus). 
He even addressed issues of gender and how they are to function in the church as men and women. Men 
are to pray in unity and women are to focus on the home (1 Tim 2). Elders, or leaders in the church, are to 
be really good husbands and fathers if they are to lead the church (1 Tim 3:1-7). 1 Tim 5 and Titus 2 are 
full of examples of how the church operates like a family. Discuss how seeing the church like a family 
changes how you think about gender roles within the church?  

  
 
  

http://cornerstonesimi.com/#/resourcesmediaclasses


 
 

Sermon Based Study Guide 
Men & Women: LGBTQ 

 
February 26, 2017 – Todd Nighswonger 

 
Leader’s Guide: Do not feel like you need to use all these questions for your CG discussion. Pick and 
choose what you think would be best for your group. After listening to the sermon, you may have your 
own points for discussion.  

Here is the link to the sermon podcasts and archives of these Study Guides: 
http://cornerstonesimi.com/#/resourcesmediaclasses 

______________________________________ 

1.  This week, Todd brought up imago dei, the Biblical truth that everyone is made in the image of 
God; both men and women of all sexual orientations or struggles.  How is it difficult to see others who 
are different from us as made in the image of God?  How can we improve at viewing them as God's 
image bearers and treating them as such?  How can we move away from seeing LGBTQ people as 
"them" or "those people," and towards "people made in God's image?"   
  
2.  In the sermon this week, Todd discussed some Old and New Testament passages regarding 
homosexual behavior.  Do you think these passages address homosexual desires or homosexual acts; 
or both?  How were you surprised or challenged in your understanding of these passages? Was there 
one particular passage where your understanding was challenged? How does that change your 
perspective about people in the LGBTQ community? 
  
3.  In Jesus' ministry, He spent much time with the outcasts of the day, including prostitutes, tax 
collectors, and Samaritans.  How can we learn from His example of living in God's truth and 
love?  What is one way we can walk in His footsteps toward our family members, friends, neighbors, 
co-workers, or acquaintances whom we consider ‘our outsiders’ based on their sexual orientation or 
struggle?  How can we show love to someone who is a part of the LGBTQ community with 
compassion and patience?   
  
4.  In the bigger picture of the gospel, we are all in need of Jesus to save us.  How can we as believers 
cause others to flourish because we want to see people in the LGBTQ community come to know 
Christ?  What is one way that we can be a church of causing others to flourish who may need a safe 
place of support, because they have a same-sex attraction or because they have a loved one who 
does?  What is your vision for making Cornerstone an active and caring spiritual family of flourishing 
for those who are in need of the love and truth of Christ? 
  
 

http://cornerstonesimi.com/#/resourcesmediaclasses
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